The International Standing Conference for the History of Education (ISCHE) was founded in 1979 in Leuven (Belgium) and is one of the leading organizations in the history of pedagogy. It advances the academic field of the history of education and supports international cooperation among historians of education. Among the goals of the coming years we are seeing an increased engagement in Asia and Africa, the promotion of talented young researchers and increasing cooperation and transparency, with a special focus on digital applications. The organization issues a bimonthly journal under the title Paedagogica Historica.
Professor Dr. Eckhardt Fuchs, vice director of the Georg Eckert Institute, was selected the acting President of the society at this year's ISCHE conference in Geneva (2012). He takes over from Kate Rousmaniere, whose time in office has come to an end. Fuchs is the first German to take office for the three years to come.
The 34
th International Standing Conference for the History of Education was held on 27-30 June 2012 in Geneva, Switzerland. This Conference was the first to be organized jointly by three associations of historians: the International Standing Conference for the History of Education, the Society for the History of Children and Youth, and the Disability History Association.
The year 2012 marks the centenary of the foundation of the Jean-Jacques Rousseau Institute in Geneva. Its direct successor is the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences at the University of Geneva, which took part in organizing the conference. The year 2012 is also the tercentenary of the birth of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who was born in Geneva and whose work Émile, or On Education details Rousseau's philosophy of education and was published exactly 250 years ago. Considering the rather significant number of Latvian researchers of the history of pedagogy who participated in the ISCHE conference in Geneva, we have high hopes that they have acquired sufficient experience in research and in organizing a conference of this scale that the meeting in Riga will turn out to be an important and successful event. Information about the next year's conference will be made available at the homepage http://www.lu.lv/ische2013/.
